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Abstract:

This research primarily aimed to study the cognitive level of olive farmers regarding olive productivity in
the Al-Murj region and to determine the relationship between the cognitive level of olive farmers and
olive productivity as a dependent variable, along with some studied independent variables. The study also
sought to identify some personal, social, economic, and communication characteristics of the respondents,
assess the general knowledge of the respondents about olive cultivation, and identify the problems they
face from their perspective, along with proposed solutions. The study was conducted in the Al-Murj
region, considered one of the important agricultural areas in Libya. The region is characterized by a
predominantly agricultural nature, with a large agricultural area featuring diverse soil, ample water
resources, and a climate suitable for cultivating various crops and agricultural plants, including olive trees.
The research covered 120 specialized olive farms in the cities of Al-Murj, Al-Sahel, and Jardas. A random
sample of 30 farms, representing 25%, was selected for the study. Data were collected through personal
interviews using a questionnaire specifically designed for this study. The data were analyzed using
statistical methods such as frequencies, percentages, mean, standard deviation, and Pearson correlation
coefficient with the SPSS statistical software. The key findings include the majority of respondents falling
into the working age category. Results also show a relatively high educational level among the
respondents, with approximately 70% having higher education. The majority of respondents were married
(92%), and the study indicated an increase in farm ownership among the respondents. The research
findings highlighted a decrease in the percentage of those who connect with information sources, leading
to limited benefit. The study identified various problems faced by the respondents, and their proposed
solutions were often deemed ineffective. The study revealed a relatively high general knowledge level
about olive cultivation, but a decrease in the cognitive level regarding olive productivity, with 80% of
respondents falling into this category. The results indicate a significant inverse relationship between the
cognitive level of olive farmers regarding olive productivity and the studied independent variables,
including age, educational level, farm ownership, and general knowledge of olive cultivation. Based on
these results, the statistical hypothesis related to these four variables was rejected. Additionally, the results
show a non-significant relationship with marital status and information sources, leading to the inability to
reject the statistical hypothesis related to these two variables.
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